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Binaural audio technology has been in existence for many years. However, its popularity has significantly
increased over the past decade as a consequence of advancements in virtual reality and streaming techniques.
Along with its growing popularity, the quantity of publicly accessible binaural audio recordings has also ex-
panded. Consequently, there is now a need for automated and objective retrieval of spatial content information,
with ensemble location and width being the most prominent. This study presents a novel method for estimating
these ensemble parameters in binaural recordings of music. For this purpose, a dataset of 23 040 binaural record-
ings was synthesized from 192 publicly-available music recordings using 30 head-related transfer functions. The
synthesized excerpts were then used to train a multi-task spectrogram-based convolutional neural network
model, aiming to estimate the ensemble location and width for unseen recordings. The results indicate that
a model for estimating ensemble parameters can be successfully constructed with low prediction errors: 4.76°
(£0.10°) for ensemble location and 8.57° (+0.19°) for ensemble width. The method developed in this study
outperforms previous spatiogram-based techniques recently published in the literature and shows promise for
future development as part of a novel tool for binaural audio recordings analysis.
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1. Introduction

The human auditory system demonstrates excep-
tional proficiency in segregating, localizing, and inter-
preting diverse auditory signals, despite being limited
to two ears. This is possible, among other factors, by
internal examination of interaural differences in time,
loudness, and frequency, known as binaural hearing
(BLAUERT, 1996), which enables precise localization
of sound sources in complex auditory environments.
A notable advantage of binaural hearing is exemplified
by the “cocktail party effect”, highlighting humans’ ca-
pability to concentrate on foreground sound sources
while suppressing background noise (CHERRY, 1953).
Understanding the auditory system is essential for
comprehending its limits but also for leveraging these
insights to create more immersive binaural experiences
for entertainment purposes (ZHANG et al., 2017). Tt is

also important for enhancing auditory signal reception
in hearing aid devices (HIirRsH, 1950; THIEMANN et al.,
2016).

The advance of sophisticated machine learning
techniques, especially deep learning networks, has ini-
tiated an interesting exploration of their potential to
emulate the human auditory system. Recently emerged
studies have demonstrated that relying on the ad-
vanced spatial audio feature engineering is not neces-
sary in computational audio source localization (PANG
et al., 2019; VERA-DIAZ et al., 2018; YANG, ZHENG,
2022). While applying convolutional neural networks —
CNNs (LECUN et al., 1989) to audio signals is well-
established, often in conjunction with spectrograms
(EsP1 et al., 2015; HAN et al., 2017; THOMAS et al.,
2014) or other feature engineering techniques (ABDEL-
HAMID et al., 2012; SAINATH et al., 2013), these ap-
proaches continue to be refined and adapted for au-
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dio processing. Building on these foundations, this
study develops an audio localization method using
a spectrogram-based multi-task CNN model.

Humans tend to localize groups of sound sources
rather than individual ones (BREGMAN, 1994; Rum-
SEY, 2002). Inspired by this fact, the objective of the
proposed model is to estimate the location and width
of these groups, termed “ensembles”, instead of the po-
sitions of individual sources. This study is unique as it
not only developed the method but also tested it on
a relatively large, realistic music corpus. The corpus
comprised 23040 binaural excerpts synthesized using
192 multi-track music recordings (from a repository
provided by SENIOR (2023)) and 30 sets of publicly
available head-related transfer functions (HRTFs) ac-
quired from various sources (see Table 1 in Appendix
for a detailed list). The music recordings covered many
different genres, including rock, jazz, pop, and classical
music.

The findings demonstrate that this method is ef-
fective in accurately estimating the spatial character-
istics of groups of sound sources in near-real-world sce-
narios. This paper also demonstrates an experimen-
tal framework that facilitates the objective measure-
ment of a binaural localization technique, employing
a large-scale dataset synthesized from real-world mu-
sic signals (for applications of similar frameworks, see
studies conducted by ANTONIUK and ZIELINSKI (2023)
and ZIELINSKI et al. (2020; 2022a; 2022b)). One of the
key advantages of the proposed method is that it does
not assume the number of audio sources. However, sig-
nificant limitations of this study include the absence
of reverberation in the synthesized recordings and the
method’s inapplicability to real-time scenarios — both
are critical areas for future research.

The developed method has the potential to be
highly beneficial in automated information retrieval
tasks, where a significant number of binaural record-
ings must be analyzed or labeled in terms of their
spatial content information. This could be utilized in
the development of a hypothetical autonomous “web-
crawler bot” that will collect binaural recordings from
publicly accessible repositories and label them accord-
ing to the spatial properties of the sound sources, such
as the location of the music ensemble or the sparsity of
audio source positions. This method may also assist au-
dio engineers in objectively assessing and segregating
binaural audio recordings with regard to their spatial
content.

This paper is structured as follows: Sec. 2 presents
related studies. The description of the method devel-
oped for this study is provided in Sec. 3, which also
includes detailed definitions of ensemble location and
width, along with a description of the experiments used
to evaluate this method. Section 4 presents and dis-
cusses the performance of the proposed method as well
as the results of the experiments conducted in this

study. Finally, Sec. 5 offers concluding remarks and
suggestions for future research.

2. Related studies

Most existing literature on computational sound
source localization reports techniques that take advan-
tage of multiple microphone arrays with more than two
channels (CHUNG et al., 2022; HAHMANN et al., 2022;
KAVEH, BARABELL, 1986; L1U et al., 2022; PAN et al.,
2021; PAvLIDI et al., 2012). Although these methods
can improve localization precision by providing addi-
tional spatial information, they do not utilize binaural
hearing, rendering them ineffective for binaural record-
ings. In the context of sound source localization in bin-
aural signals, the focus of research is put on the identi-
fication of individual sound sources, rather than groups
of sounds (BENAROYA et al., 2018; DIETZ et al., 2011;
Ma, BROWN, 2016; MA et al., 2017; MAY et al., 2011;
2012; 2015; WOODRUFF, WANG, 2012).

Considering source direction of arrival (DoA) meth-
ods, the majority of research assumes a fixed num-
ber of sound sources (ARTHI, SREENIVAS, 2021; Ma
et al., 2017; PANG et al., 2019; VERA-DIAZ et al.,
2018; WOODRUFF, WANG, 2012), which limits its prac-
tical applications as this information is rarely known
in real-life binaural recordings. Moreover, the majority
of studies have focused on relatively homogeneous sig-
nals, namely speech (BENAROYA et al., 2018; DIETZ
et al., 2011; Liu et al., 2018; MA, BROWN, 2016;
MaA et al., 2017; 2018; MAY et al., 2011; 2012; 2015;
WANG et al., 2020; WOODRUFF, WANG, 2012; YANG,
ZHENG, 2022).

In contrast to the aforementioned studies, the pro-
posed method is not constrained by the number of
sources. Moreover, the approach is not narrowed to
speech and has been applied to a wide range of musi-
cal datasets, including instruments and vocals. In con-
trast to studies that primarily focused on individual
sources, the proposed method does not aim to sepa-
rate them, but rather considers them as a group, or in
this case — a musical ensemble — similar to how real
musical ensembles are arranged on stage. To the au-
thors’ knowledge, this is one of the first methods to
localize ensemble width (see (ANTONIUK, ZIELINSKI,
2023) for the previous ensemble-width-related study),
and the first to localize both ensemble position and
width simultaneously using a multi-task model.

Sound localization methods can be classified into
two categories based on the implementation of their
underlying algorithms, termed as glass-box and black-
box techniques. Glass-box methods could be consid-
ered as more traditional in the literature. They rely
on manually designed algorithms that mimic the au-
ditory system to explicitly extract key features for the
localization estimation, such as interaural level differ-
ences, interaural time differences, interaural coherence,
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or interaural phase differences (BLAUERT (1996) pro-
vides detailed descriptions of these features). Exam-
ples of glass-box methods can be found in numerous
studies, including those conducted by DIETZ et al.
(2011), Ma, BROWN (2016), MA et al. (2017; 2018),
MAY et al. (2011; 2012; 2015), WOODRUFF, WANG
(2012), and ZIELINSKI et al. (2022b). These features
are typically extracted using an auditory model. An
advanced implementation capable of extracting these
features was developed as part of the Two!Ears project
(RAAKE, 2016).

Black-box methods use a minimal degree of fea-
ture engineering, depending on deep neural networks
to both extract features and make estimations. While
effective, these methods do not necessarily consistently
mimic human hearing, rendering them less suitable for
objective measurement tasks (e.g., VERA-DIAZ et al.
(2018), YANG and ZHENG (2022)). Additionally, it is
challenging to reveal their internally extracted fea-
tures. Due to their opacity, unpredictable results, and
numerous learning parameters, these methods should
be treated more carefully. Moreover, they require large
datasets for their development and evaluation. These
datasets often contain thousands of examples, such as
the TIMIT corpus (GAROFOLO et al., 1993) used in
multiple studies (BENAROYA et al., 2018; MA et al.,
2017; 2018; MAY et al., 2015; PANG et al., 2019; VERA-
Di1az et al., 2018; WANG et al., 2020; YANG, ZHENG,
2022). Some researchers have even created custom cor-
pora with hundreds of thousands of recordings (ANTO-
NIUK, ZIELINSKI, 2023; ZIELINSKI et al., 2020; 2022a;
2022D).

The necessity of having a large corpus to train
deep learning models poses a significant challenge in
gathering a sufficiently large and diverse collection of
labeled binaural recordings. However, this challenge
can be addressed through the synthesis of binaural
sounds, as demonstrated in various studies (ANTO-
NIUK, ZIELINSKI, 2023; MA et al., 2018; YANG, ZHENG,
2022; ZIELINSKI et al., 2020; 2022a; 2022b) and dis-
cussed further in Subsec. 3.2.

3. Methodology

This part of the paper presents a detailed descrip-
tion of the model developed in this study, as outlined in
Subsec. 3.1. It also describes the audio dataset used for
training and evaluating the model, as detailed in Sub-
sec. 3.2. In Subsec. 3.3., the spectrogram calculation
procedure is presented. Subsection 3.4. describes the
model topology, whereas Subsec. 3.5 addresses model
training and evaluation.

3.1. Ensemble location and width definition

The objective of the model developed in this study
is to estimate the ensemble location (0) and width (w),

as illustrated in Fig. 1. An ensemble is defined as
a group of audio point sources positioned on a circle
around the listener on a virtual acoustic scene with an
equal distance to the listener. The location of source i
is denoted by 6;. The ensemble width (w) is defined
as the angular distance between two extreme point
sources (max;(6;)-min;(6;)), while the ensemble loca-

tion, designated by 6, represents the middle angle be-
(max; (#;)+min; (6;)) )

tween two extreme sound sources ( 3
For the purposes of this study, the locations of the
sources were limited to the frontal hemisphere only,
i.e., 6 €[-45°45°], w € [0°,90°], as this range encom-
passes the majority of real-world recording scenarios.
It should be noted that although humans possess some
limited abilities to localize sound sources in the verti-
cal plane, in this study all sources are placed in the
horizontal plane, at the ear-level of the listener. This
covers the majority of cases for real-world recordings
(see (MA et al., 2018; ZIELINSKI et al., 2022a) for re-
lated studies that cover top-down discrimination).

Fig. 1. Illustration of ensemble width (w) and ensemble
location (0) relative to the direction of the head orientation.
Black dots represent the positions of audio sources 6;. The
ensemble location () is the angular position of the center
of the ensemble relative to the direction the head is facing.
The ensemble width (w) is the angular distance between
the two most extreme audio sources in the ensemble.

3.2. Synthesis of binaural music recordings

The experiments conducted in this study involved
23040 binaural recordings of music. These recordings
were synthesized using 192 publicly-available multi-
track music recordings (SENIOR, 2023) and 30 HRTF
databases (see Table 1 in Appendix for a detailed list).
The large number of HRTF databases was necessary to
make the model as generalizable as possible. In real-
world scenarios, the HRTF used for binaural synthesis
is often unknown, so constructing a model for a single
HRTF would have limited practical utility. The aim
was to predict ensemble parameters regardless of the
specific HRTF function used. Additionally, the large
number of HRTF functions increased the amount of
data available for model training, which is particularly
beneficial in the context of deep neural networks. The
number of HRTF databases (30) was determined using
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heuristics from previous study conducted by ZIELINSKI
et al. (2022b), which suggested this number should be
sufficient for the task.

The number of tracks in multi-track recording
ranged from 5 to 62, with median of 9. For each pair
of a multi-track recording and an HRTF database,
four binaural recordings were synthesized with differ-
ent random ensemble parameters, namely location 6
and width w, as defined in Subsec. 3.1. Both param-
eters were drawn from a uniform random distribu-
tion. Furthermore, the tracks of the input multi-track
recordings were randomly assigned to sound source po-
sitions (6;) to enhance the diversity of the final binau-
ral corpora. Before the synthesis, the signals in each
track were equalized to —23 LKF'S, in accordance with
(ITU, 2023) recommendation.

The binaural recordings were obtained in this study
using the binaural synthesis procedure, known as bin-
auralization, whose aim was to simulate the positions
of sound sources within a virtual acoustic environ-
ment (BLAUERT, 1996). This was achieved by convolv-
ing multi-track signals with head-related impulse re-
sponses from a specified HRTF database. The resulting
binaural output signal y.[n] for each stereo channel ¢
(left or right) at a sample n is given by the equation:

N K-1

yelnl =%, > @ilk] < hep,[n - k],

=1 k=0

(1)

where x; represents the signal of an individual sound
source ¢ from the input music recording and h. g, de-
notes the head-related impulse response for channel ¢
at location 6; of source track <.

After the binauralization procedure, the synthe-
sized recordings were truncated to a duration of seven
seconds, with sine-squared fade-in and fade-out ef-
fects of 0.01 seconds applied. The recordings were
then RMS-normalized, scaled by a factor of 0.9, and
DC-offset corrected. They were stored as uncom-
pressed files at 48000 samples per second and with
a 32-bit resolution.

Due to copyright restrictions, the music corpus uti-
lized in this study was not published. However, the
corpus can be provided upon reasonable request from
the authors of this paper.

3.8. Calculation of spectrograms

Prior being input into the model, the binaural
recordings of music were transformed into magnitude
spectrograms. Although spectrograms do not directly
provide information that can be translated into ensem-
ble features, especially the ensemble width, the goal of
this task was to reduce the number of independent
variables compared to the raw audio signal by extract-
ing more compressed and informative data in the fre-
quency domain. This step was also necessary to de-
crease the likelihood of overfitting, reducing the num-

ber of examples needed to train the model, and thereby
lower the overall computational power requirements. It
is worth mentioning, however, that recently published
studies have shown that CNNs are suitable for end-
to-end audio localization without the spectrogram ex-
traction step, as demonstrated by VECCHIOTTI et al.
(2019) and VERA-DIAZ et al. (2018).

To prepare the input for the model, a Hamming
window of 40 ms with an overlap of 20 ms was applied
to each frame of the signal, resulting in a total of 349
time frames. From each frame, spectrograms were ex-
tracted using the fast Fourier transform (FFT) algo-
rithm, with 150 frequency bands spaced linearly from
100 Hz to 16 kHz. This procedure was conducted for
both the left and right channels, yielding two spectro-
grams for each binaural sample. Consequently, each
sample was represented by the 32-bit floating-point
precision matrix of dimensions 2 x 349 x 150. This
method parallels the procedure presented by ZIELINSKI
et al. (2022b).

3.4. Network topology

The network topology employed in this study was
strongly influenced by the AlexNet convolutional neu-
ral network introduced by KRIZHEVSKY et al. (2012).
While AlexNet was originally designed for image clas-
sification, in this study it was adapted for the audio
analysis task by converting binaural recordings into
magnitude spectrograms, as described in Subsec. 3.3.
This conversion allowed the spectrograms to be treated
as visual data, enabling them to be used in an image-
recognition-like task.

As illustrated in Fig. 2, the network architecture
consists of an input layer accepting a pair of spectro-
grams, followed by a series of convolutional units and
classification units, culminating in two outputs pre-
dicting ensemble location and width, respectively. This
design employs a multi-task approach, enabling a sin-
gle network to estimate both ensemble parameters si-
multaneously.

The topology finalized in this study was chosen,
among many alternative architectures, based on the
highest prediction quality observed on the validation
dataset. Despite the existence of numerous algorithms
for automatic topology selection (BRANKE, 1995; MI-
IKKULAINEN et al., 2017; SHAFIEE et al., 2016; STAN-
LEY, MIIKKULAINEN, 2002; ZHANG et al., 2018), the
final topology was determined manually, primarily
due to the high computational demands relative to
the available resources.

Various architectural configurations were assessed,
with key parameters being varied such as the num-
ber of convolutional units (from 1 to 5), the number of
classification units (from 1 to 5), the inclusion or exclu-
sion of max pooling layers after each convolution layer,
the number of filters within the convolutional lay-
ers, the dimensions of these filters (2 x 2, 2x 3, or 3x3),
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Fig. 2. Topology of the CNN used for estimating ensemble location and width, illustrating the layers (grouped in “convo-
lutional” and “classification” units) and connections of the network architecture.

the stride size, and the dimensions of the max pooling
layers (2x2, 2x 3, or 3x 3). Based on this procedure,
it was concluded that the model is robust against vari-
ations in the assessed topologies. The differences in
mean prediction error among the configurations were
minimal, typically less than 1° for most configurations.
Among the many tested topologies that yielded similar
errors, the simplest one was selected to optimize both
the performance efficiency and model simplicity.
Despite the availability of widely used techniques
for addressing an overfitting effect, such as the dropout
layer (SRIVASTAVA et al., 2014), and for accelerat-
ing training, such as batch normalization (IOFFE,
SZEGEDY, 2015), neither technique was employed in
this study as they were observed to be ineffective for
the specific estimation task being undertaken. Instead,
a global average pooling layer was utilized, known for
its capabilities in reducing overfitting (LIN et al., 2013).
This was confirmed in this particular task, as the in-
clusion of this layer significantly reduced overfitting,
lowering the final mean absolute error (MAE) score by
0.83° (average across 10 trials) compared to configura-
tions where a simple flattening layer was used instead.

3.5. Model training and evaluation

The topology described in the previous section re-
sulted in a model with 216 562 learning parameters.
The model training procedure was repeated 10 times,
employing the Monte Carlo cross-validation method,
as described by KUunN and JOHNSON (2013). For each

repetition, the entire dataset was randomly divided
into two parts: a development set containing two-thirds
of the dataset (15360 recordings) for model construc-
tion, and a test set consisting of the remaining one-
third of the dataset (7680 recordings) for its evalua-
tion. This repetition procedure was employed to ensure
more reliable and generalizable results by assessing
the model’s performance across different subsets of the
data. Additionally, it helped to account for the inher-
ent variability in neural network training, where slight
changes in initial conditions or optimization paths can
lead to different model outcomes. While a large and
diverse dataset could mitigate this issue, the binaural
excerpts used in this study were generated from only
196 multi-track music recordings. This limited source
material raised concerns by these authors about po-
tential significant variations between the development
and test sets in each repetition. In hindsight, these con-
cerns were valid, as the maximum observed difference
in MAE between repetitions reached up to 0.85° for
ensemble width.

To ensure that the evaluation process was unbi-
ased, the data split was done in such a way that no
original multi-track recordings used for synthesis were
included in both the development and test sets simulta-
neously. However, this rule was not applied to HRTF's
databases, allowing for the possibility of HRTF infor-
mation leaking between the development and test sets.
This could be seen as a significant limitation of the
study. However, it is known that a human auditory
system uses a single HRTF represented by ears, head,
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and torso, only slightly changing throughout the en-
tire life, mainly during infancy (CLIFTON et al., 1988;
KING et al., 2001). Therefore, this limitation could be
considered in pair how the human auditory system be-
haves in real life. Nevertheless, it is worth noting that
some studies implement HRTF-independent testing for
binaural localization models, as demonstrated by AN-
TONIUK and ZIELINSKI (2023) and ZIELINSKI et al.
(2022a; 2022b).

The development set was divided into training and
validation subsets at a 7:1 ratio, with 13 440 record-
ings in the training subset and 1920 recordings in the
validation subset. The training subset was used to up-
date the model’s learning parameters, while the vali-
dation subset was solely used for early stopping (MOR-
GAN, BOURLARD, 1989; Pocock, HUGHES, 1989) and
model checkpointing (EISENMAN et al., 2020). These
techniques were employed to select the model with the
best generalization capabilities and prevent overfitting.
The test subset, which included data not seen dur-
ing the training or validation phases, was used solely
for performance assessment once per a repetition. This
divide-train-and-evaluate process was repeated to col-
lect 10 MAESs, from which the final model error was
determined.

For each sample, the model received two spectro-
grams as input: one for the left channel and one for the
right channel. The rationale behind the application of
CNNs to this task was to automatically extract local
features from the spectrograms and use these features
to estimate two contiguous ensemble parameters: en-
semble location and width, both measured in degrees.
For model training, the Adam algorithm (KINGMA,
BA, 2014) was used. The algorithm minimized predic-
tion errors, calculated as the difference between the ac-
tual ensemble parameters (known a priori from the
binaural synthesis described in Subsec. 3.2) and
the predicted values.

The optimizer was configured with the following
hyperparameters: an initial learning rate of 1073, a de-
cay rate of 107%, and momentum parameters 5, = 0.9
and P2 = 0.999. Training was conducted using a batch
size of 8, with a maximum of 256 epochs set. An
early stopping technique was implemented to prevent
overfitting, terminating the process if no improvement
was observed on the validation set for 20 consecutive
epochs. Consequently, the maximum number of epochs
was never reached; instead, training concluded after 25
to 36 epochs, with a median of 27.5 epochs. During
the training process, the losses for both outputs were
combined additively, ensuring equal weighting of both
ensemble features.

The computational work for this study was con-
ducted on a workstation equipped with an RTX Nvidia
GeForce 4090 GPU and a 48-core AMD Ryzen Thread-
Ripper processor (up to 4.5 GHz). On the software
side, MATLAB (The MathWorks Inc., 2022b) with

the Audio Toolbox (The MathWorks Inc., 2022a) was
used for the binaural recording synthesis, while Python
(VAN RossuMm, DRAKE, 2009) with the SciPy package
(VIRTANEN et al., 2020) was used for feature extrac-
tion and Keras (CHOLLET et al., 2015) for training the
CNN model. The complete source code for all the ex-
perimental stages is publicly available on the GitHub
repository (ANTONIUK, 2024). The spectrogram cal-
culation phase required 21 minutes, data partitioning
took 34 minutes, and the total training time for all
iterations amounted to 40 minutes, making the entire
training and evaluation process 95 minutes long.

4. Results and discussion

The overall model performance measured across 10
experiment iterations, expressed as MAE, was equal to
8.57° (£0.19°) for ensemble width and 4.76° (+0.10°)
for ensemble location. As both ensemble parameters
were constrained within the same range of 90°, the
results demonstrate that the model exhibits a 44 %
lower error for ensemble location compared to ensem-
ble width. This outcome is not unexpected, given that
ensemble location is a less complex parameter. Essen-
tially, it represents the average location of all sources.
Therefore, it is more resistant to temporal fluctuations
in individual audio sources than ensemble width, which
is dependent on the two most extreme sound sources
that vary over time. Furthermore, estimating ensem-
ble width necessitates the identification of these two
extreme sources, a process that is inherently more com-
plex than estimating a single average location.

Figure 3 compares the actual and predicted ensem-
ble widths for each sample, showing a heteroscedastic
relationship between them, with a slight bias towards
predicting lower ensemble width values for higher ac-
tual widths. This relationship exhibits a strong positive
correlation, with the Pearson coefficient r of 0.90. Ad-
ditionally, the results indicate that the model provides
more precise predictions for narrower ensemble widths,
with an average MAE of 5.65° for w < 30°. However,
performance deteriorates as the ensemble width in-
creases, resulting in an MAE of 12.44° for w > 80°. This

90.0°

75.0° 4

60.0° 4

45.0° A

30.0° A

Predicted width, w®

Sample
—— One-to-one line

15.0° 1

0.0°
0.0°

15.0° 30.0° 45.0° 60.0° 75.0° 90.0°

Actual width, w
Fig. 3. Comparison between the actual ensemble width w
and the predicted ensemble width w’ for a single iteration
(of the total ten).



P. Antoniuk, S.K. Zieliniski — FEstimating Ensemble Location and Width in Binaural Recordings of Music. . . 87

effect is more visible in Fig. 4, which highlights the im-
pact of the actual ensemble width on the precision of
prediction. The correlation between the actual ensem-
ble width and prediction error shows a weak positive
relationship, with the Pearson coefficient r of 0.27.

18.0°

—— Mean absolute error
15.0° 1 Standard deviation

12.0° 1
9.0° 1

6.0° 1

Mean absolute error

3.0° 1

0.0° T T T T T
0.0° 15.0° 30.0° 45.0° 60.0° 75.0° 90.0°
Actual width, w

Fig. 4. Impact of the actual ensemble width w on the mean
absolute prediction error, averaged across all ten iterations,
with indicated standard deviation.

The reduced accuracy in the width prediction
can be attributed to the sparse distribution of audio
sources in wider ensembles, which amplifies the influ-
ence of extreme sound sources on prediction errors,
resulting in lower precision as the ensemble width in-
creases. Moreover, Fig. 4 reveals that the relationship
between the ensemble width and the error is nonlin-
ear, displaying a notable decrease in error between 60°
and 75°. The reason for this nonlinearity is currently
unclear and requires further investigation.

The correlation between the actual and predicted
ensemble location values exhibits a very high degree
of correlation, as illustrated in Fig. 5. In this case, the
Pearson correlation coefficient r is equal to as much
as 0.97. In contrast to the ensemble width, no signif-
icant relationship is observed between actual location
and its prediction error. This finding suggests that the
model’s ability to localize the center of the ensemble
is robust, unaffected by the actual spatial positioning
of the ensemble, including lateral locations. Figure 6
corroborates this observation, demonstrating the rela-
tively consistent location error across most positions,
with minor increases at extreme locations. The negli-
gible correlation (r = —0.03) between the absolute lo-
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Fig. 5. Comparison between the actual ensemble location 6
and the predicted ensemble location 6’ for a single iteration
(of the total ten).
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Fig. 6. Impact of the actual ensemble width w on the mean
absolute prediction error, averaged across all ten iterations,
with indicated standard deviation.

cation value and prediction error further supports the
model’s spatial invariance in its performance.

Figure 7 illustrates the influence of both the en-
semble location and width on the mean absolute er-
ror for an ensemble location, providing a detailed per-
spective complementing the results presented in Fig. 6.
Notably, the figure highlights asymmetric anomalies,
particularly within the 6 € [15°,30°] range compa-
red to the 6 € [-30°,-15°] range, which can be at-
tributed to the sparsity of sample result data across
specific regions of this heatmap. While the figure sug-
gests that ensemble location does not significantly af-
fect the model’s precision in predicting location, it
clearly demonstrates that ensemble width has a sub-
stantial impact. Specifically, there is a positive correla-
tion between the width of the ensemble and the error in
its location prediction, with error magnitude increas-
ing as the width expands.

Figure 8 reveals a characteristic performance de-
pression in w € [30°,60°] previously shown from a dif-
ferent perspective in Fig. 4. This heatmap highlights
another interesting phenomenon in its upper corners
as the error in these areas is considerably higher. This
indicates that the model’s performance for estimat-
ing ensemble width is substantially worse at extreme
widths and locations, i.e., when both the width and
locations are near their maximum investigated values
(16| » 45°, w ~ 90°).

The model presented in this study demonstrates
a significant improvement in ensemble-width perfor-
mance compared to the spatiogram-based model, first
introduced by ARTHI and SREENIVAS (2021) and fur-
ther investigated by ANTONIUK and ZIELINSKI (2023),
under similar evaluation conditions. While the dataset
used in this study was expanded with 40 additional
multi-track recordings and 10 HRTF databases, AN-
TONIUK and ZIELINSKI (2023) showed that the spa-
tiogram model’s performance does not improve with
further increases in dataset size. This finding enables
a direct comparison of results between the two models
in terms of the precision of the ensemble width esti-
mation, despite the differences in dataset composition.
Our model achieved a MAE of 8.57°, outperforming
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Fig. 7. Heatmap illustrating the MAE of ensemble location distribution across different ensemble locations (z-axis) and
ensemble widths (y-axis). The color intensity corresponds to the MAE values, with lighter areas indicating higher errors.
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Fig. 8. Heatmap illustrating the MAE of ensemble width distribution across different ensemble locations (z-axis) and
ensemble widths (y-axis). The color intensity corresponds to the MAE values, with lighter areas indicating higher errors.

the spatiogram-based model’s result of 13.62° by 5.05°.
This substantial improvement is further enhanced by
the current model’s ability to estimate ensemble loca-
tion, a feature absent in the previous model.
Assuming terms of ensemble location prediction,
the novelty of the proposed method makes direct
comparison with existing literature challenging. How-
ever, its efficacy can be only evaluated indirectly
against state-of-the-art individual-source localization
techniques. The ensemble location prediction preci-
sion (MAE = 4.76°) of the proposed method can be
contextualized with the leading-edge binaural localiza-
tion DeepEar model introduced by YANG and ZHENG
(2022). Their model reported MAEs of 7.4° and 2.3° for
multi-source and single-source angle of arrival (AoA)
estimation, respectively. As another promising exam-
ple, the WaveLoc-CONV model developed by VEC-
CHIOTTI et al. (2019) demonstrated errors of 0° in ane-
choic conditions and 1.7°-2.4° in multi-condition sce-
narios. However, these results are limited to the single-
source speech localization, a substantially less complex
task than the ensemble location prediction addressed
by the proposed method. These experiments, while
differing in objectives and datasets, provide valuable

context for the proposed method’s performance within
current DoA and AoA estimation research.

5. Conclusions

This paper introduces a novel approach to locat-
ing audio sources in binaural recordings. Unlike tradi-
tional methods that predict the locations of individual
audio sources, this study focuses on estimating “en-
semble parameters” of audio sources, thus allowing the
audio scene to be described using two parameters only:
ensemble location and width. This approach makes it
possible to avoid making restrictive assumptions about
the number of audio sources, rendering the proposed
method more suitable for real-world applications. The
study also explores the use of CNN in conjunction with
spectrograms applied to their inputs. According to the
obtained results, the networks show exceptionally good
performance, demonstrating their suitability for the in-
vestigated scenario.

The method was developed using 23040 syn-
thesized binaural excerpts intended to mimic real-
world music recordings. The results show its out-
standing performance, with the model achieving MAE
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of 4.76° (£0.10°) and 8.57° (£0.19°) for the estimation
of ensemble location and width, respectively. While the
model is resilient to lateral ensemble locations, it is
sensitive to the actual ensemble width, lowering the
model accuracy as the width increases. The proposed
method demonstrates a significant improvement over
the previous technique based on spatiograms (ANTO-
NIUK, ZIELINSKI, 2023), lowering the MAE by 5.05°.

Despite its high precision, the method exhibits cer-
tain limitations. Since it has been developed using the
binaural excerpts synthesized with the head-related
impulse responses being inherently anechoic in their
characteristics, the method’s performance under re-
verberant conditions has not been validated. More-
over, the proposed method is incapable of operating
in real-time scenarios. Validating the method under
reverberant conditions as well as optimizing its ar-
chitecture for practical real-time scenarios constitute

the topics for future research. Other minor limitations
include the lack of HRTF independence between the
development and test sets, and the absence of verti-
cal variations in audio source placement, as all sources
were positioned on the horizontal plane. Additionally,
the proposed approach requires substantial computa-
tional resources, particularly GPU usage, which was
not necessary for the previously used spatiogram-based

method.

These limitations, however, present opportunities
for future research. Despite the current constraints,
this study introduces a novel method for characterizing
acoustic scenes in binaural recordings of music, demon-
strating substantial potential for advancing binaural
audio analysis. The method offers promising prospects
for developing innovative tools that can objectively an-
alyze large repositories of binaural audio recordings,

focusing on spatial content.

Appendix

Table 1. List of HRTF sets used to synthesize binaural audio excerpts.

No Type Head Radius [m)] Source Acronym
1. Human Human subject 1.2
5 | Artificial GRAS 15884 KEMAR 1 RWTH Aachen University (BRAREN, FELS, 2020) AACHEN
3. Human Subject 2 1.2
4. | Human Subject 4 1.2 ) )
5. Human Subject 10 12 Austrian Academy of Science (2014) ARI
6. | Artificial ARI printed head 1.2
7. Human Subject 012 1
Y Human Subject 015 1 _ . CIPIC I?terf:.ice Laboratory, , CIPIC
9 | THuman Subjoct 020 1 University of California (ALGAZI et al., 2001)
10. | Artificial Neumann KU 100 0.9 NASA (ANDREOPOULOU et al., 2015)
11. | Artificial Neumann KU 100 15 Helsinki University of Technology CLUBFRITZ
(ANDREOPOULOU et al., 2015)
12. | Artificial FABIAN 1.47 Technical University Berlin, Huawei Technologies,
13. | Human Subject pp2 1.47 Munich Research Centre, Sennheiser Electronic HUTUBS
14. | Human Subject pp3 1.47 (BRINKMANN et al., 2019)
15. | Human Subject 1003 1.95
6. | Human Subject 1002 1.95 IRCAM, AKG (Listen HRTF Database, n.d.) LISTEN
17. | Artificial | KEMAR DB-4004 (DB-061) 1.4
18. | Artificial | KEMAR DB-4004 (DB-065) 1.4 MIT (GARDNER, MARTIN, 1994) MIT
19. | Human Subject 001 1.5
20. | Human Subject 002 1.5 Tohoku University (WATANABE et al., 2014) RIEC
21. | Artificial Koken SAMRAI 1.5
22. | Artificial Neumann KU 100 1.2
23. | Human Subject H3 1.2 University of York (ARMSTRONG et al., 2018) SADIE II
24. | Human Subject H4 1.2
25. | Artificial KEMAR 1 South China University of Technology SSCUT
(YU et al., 2018)

26. | Artificial Neumann KU 100 1 TH Koln (PORSCHMANN et al., 2017) STH Koln
27. | Artificial FABIAN 1.7 TU Berlin TU Berlin
28. | Artificial GRAS 45BA KEMAR 1 (BRINKMANN et al., 2017; WIERSTORF et al., 2011)
29. | Artificial GRAS. 45BB-4 KEMAR 1 . . . .

— subject A attachment Aalborg University; University of Iceland VIKING

e GRAS 45BB-4 KEMAR (SpaGNoL et al., 2019; 2020)

30. | Artificial - 1

— subject B attachments
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